
 

 

August 31, 2015 
Death As Politics 

Had one of those disturbing dreams the night I wrote the last posting.  I was in the 
kitchen with some Elders, and we were preparing the meal for later when a young girl 
walked in.   

She seemed a bit distracted as young girls can be.  She was not really connecting to 
anyone in the room and I wondered if they even saw her.  

So, I started to talk with her so she would not be alone.  

“Can I ask you a question?” She asked. 

“You just did!” I said trying to get a smile out of her.  

She just looked up at me and kind of beyond me, as if she was looking at a different 
place somewhere over there, where I could not see… 

“Will I feel anything when I die?” She asked.  

And then I woke up.  

We’ll revisit that image later.  

Emergency! Crisis! 

After spending years harassing anyone and everyone that ever mentioned that the 
children in Spirit Lake were in danger and in Crisis, the Tribal Council and NLO have 
finally found a way to cash in on their plight.  

They’ve declared a state of emergency because of one or two drug overdoses last 
week.   

They have no real plans to deal with the root causes of the drug and suicide crisis 
that plagues the children, but they are declaring that they will allow outside police 
onto Tribal lands to investigate/arrest drug dealers who have been running the place 
for the past 30 years or so… 

Suddenly, they noticed? After years of people complaining that the meth dealers and 
the meth cooks are a hazard to the community… and after arguing that children who 
were forced to live with crazed drug freaks, and in homes poisoned by drug 
manufacture, suddenly, because it was the Grand daughter of one of the Tribal 
Councilors who himself had been protecting the dealers in his family from 
investigation, she ODs and dies… so now, NOW they want to ‘deal with this 
problem’? Seriously? 

All the other deaths, OD’s and suicides really not so important that they would notice 
they had a problem, but when Duane Jackson’s chickens come home to roost… 
suddenly, it’s a ‘crisis’?  
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Duane Jackson, who, along with the other Tribal Council Members, protected the 
child rapists and abusers, even allowing a sex offender who plead guilty to sexual 
assault to stay on as an elected member for years, Joel Redfox, who left after he felt 
like not dealing with the petitions against him. He’s now gone back to being a barber, 
in case anyone is wondering, but he remains a convicted sexual offender… 

Apparently, as long as the tribal councilors can protect their family from the 
consequences of investigations and arrests, there is no ‘crisis’, but when it’s one of 
their own family members who dies from those drugs, then it gets their attention?  

Dancia Dawn Jackson was a beautiful looking young woman. She had her whole life 
ahead of her… I’m sure she’s missed and they are grieving… but they let the snakes 
of drugs and alcohol run through that rez, consuming lives, destroying futures, while 
they petted and protected them, some making money off of those same snakes…  

Now they want the snakes gone? I don’t think so. I think they will aim the outside law 
enforcement at the lower echelons of drug manufacture and dealing out there. Sort 
of clean out the competition, but not really damage the main pipeline of poison which 
so many are still too invested in to even consider giving up.  

I figure that will go nowhere. 

The other Big Plan under the heading of “CRISIS” is that the children are in crisis. 
Really? I thought it was just people like me writing about that because I liked gossip? 
That the children were all protected, safe and sound on the rez… and it was none of 
our beeswax if they were being raped or had no homes?  

But now it’s made the ‘real’ newspapers and the plan is this: Build a Child Center 
where the children can be taken care of while their parents are incarcerated.  

Remember: These are the same people who don’t want those pesky background 
checks inhibiting who can or will be able to access children, work with children…you 
know, that whole new ICWA thing where they can get their criminal histories 
expunged so that no one knows if they are drug dealers, sexual predators… all that 
pesky stuff.   

So, here’s what I think the real plan is, from what I have seen of their Big Plans in 
years gone by:  

Get a few million dollars from the government to build this so-called child care 
center.  That money will go mostly into the pockets of those who handle the funds 
and that center may or may not ever be completed, that is if it is even ever started… 

The money will disappear and then they will ask for more, because *Holds up picture 
of badly abused children* … the children are in crisis! 

Who will run, operate, work in that ‘shelter’?  Friends of the Tribal Councilors, that’s 
who! People whose records are or will be later, expunged.  
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The children will have nowhere to go where they can report sexual abuse, violence 
against them. It will all be ‘contained’ in that arena where no outsiders can 
investigate and no arrests are made.  

Those who do report abuse, violence, or even drug dealing and drug use in that 
environment, such as Betty Jo Krenz did when she saw flagrant abuse of the 
children, blatant corruption in Tribal Social Services, will suffer the same fate she 
suffered: They will fire them, harass them, intimidate them, run them off the road… 
and the FBI, BIA, HHS and the AFC will join in to discredit them, harassing them as 
they did her, and as they have done to Thomas Sullivan because he dared, DARED 
to write the legally mandated reports.   

Those reports, by the way, would have saved the lives of at least three children that I 
know of, had they been properly handled by the USAG or the FBI at the time they 
were submitted. But no, Politics prevailed and those doing the abusing, those 
embezzling the millions of dollars, were too politically connected to touch, so those 
who would protect the children were removed. Those who hurt the children and 
those who protected those who hurt the children, have profited beyond their wildest 
dreams, and continue to this day, to face no consequences, no investigation. 

So, why would building this so-called center for the children in crisis be any 
different? It would not. It can not be any different. It cannot because those who hurt 
the children and those who allowed it are still in charge.  

But there are millions of dollars that will be drawn in under the pretense of protecting 
the children… but we all know it’s just a show.  

The only difference is that this time, they are admitting the children are in crisis… 
sadly, it doesn’t mean they’ll do anything to fix that because they are rotten at the 
core, and the core is sucking the life out of the children on that rez… even those who 
were always protected from the legal consequences… cannot escape the snakes 
coiling around their legs, taking them under.  

Until there is serious investigation into the corruption, the corruption will continue. The 
continuing corruption keeps the doors open for the snakes. The snakes feed on the 
children.  

Declaring a crisis without admitting your part in creating it, is just talk.  

This is all just a dance to impress the outsiders. Those on the inside? They are not 
impressed.  They see the snakes playing with children. They see children playing 
with snakes.  

I wonder: How many children have that question? “Will I feel anything when I die?” 

When you get serious about fixing this… you’ll bring back those who tried to fix it 
before. You’ll stand up and admit your corruption. You’ll demand real Justice. You’ll 
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demand that the Thirteen Mandated Reports will be investigated and there will be an 
investigation into everyone that tried to stop those reports from happening.  

You’ll investigate the BIA, the ACF, HHS, FBI, DoJ, USAG’s past and present… and 
every Tribal Councilor, Every Tribal Social Services Director….  

Because until you do that, all of that, this will only get worse.  

These snakes you dance around, don’t care about your children or your 
grandchildren. They will steal the light out of your life as quickly as you stole it out of 
the lives of children you sacrificed for power, and political leverage.  

Until you care more about the children than you care about your own cowardly life, 
this only gets worse.  

Whose child, grandchild is next? We know it won’t be important enough to really 
make the changes needed, but maybe they can use those deaths to their political 
advantage, play on the sympathies of taxpayers, and get more money…. Which will 
never be accounted for.  

Dead children are the best political posters you can carry. SLN Tribal Leadership 
especially NLO, so very adept at the art of using dead children to get more money 
that never reaches the needs of those children. She can make her voice feeble and 
crack at just the right moment… snakes taught her that trick. Snakes call her “Mother” 
and “Sister”.  Just listen, and you will hear them slithering in the shadows when she 
speaks, waiting to be fed.  

I’m sorry Dancia Dawn Jackson died like she did. The irony is that her grandfather 
could have stood up for her, years ago, by standing up for the woman who was trying 
to protect the children, all of them, but he chose to obey the snakes wishes, to the 
point where they became his own.  His part in this will haunt him until the grave, and 
maybe beyond.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 

 


